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DEDICATION. 


: ro THE 


J Patriotic Socig rx of the Birr of Rios. 


May rT PLtast YOUR: Howov rs! 


Motions of reſpect and eſteem tlie 
moſt difinterefted, joined to the 
; ſincereſt wiſhes for the welfare of your 
/ illuſttious Body, are my ſble incite- 
| ments to inſtribe this Ayy»ar: to you. 
It contains the ſubſtance of a- Speech; 

which I had prepared for the third 


C reading of the QR EEC BTT; but in 
y which I was preverted riſing, by the 
4 Houſe illegally refuſing to adtnit me 


into their corrupt walls, utilefs 1 could 
prove * myſelf duly qualified, and 
elected to a ſeat there; © ' * 


{ *- I offered to leave it to your atbittation, or that 

q of the Livery ; but was refuſed; upon the round of 

A that odious Doctrine, that the Parliament is free, 

4 and accountable to none; no, not even to the 
Livery. 
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vi DEDICATION. 


This I cannot do, and therefore muſt 
appeal, as is moſt meet, to your Mo- 
bility; beſeeching you to petmit me 
humbly to lay my labours at your 
feet; and, at the ſame time, to aſſure 
you, that though hitherto a ſilent ſpec- 
tator, yet, not without real ſatis faction, 
have I beheld from my garret the re- 
monſtrating Proceſſions, the riotous 
and free aſſemblies, and the perfect Li- 
berty which has prevailed in the public 
ſtreets, ſince you have aſſumed the 
government of this Metropolis. The 
active part which you have taken in 
this Bill, by ſetting the Lord- mayor, 
Aldermen, and Mob, upon his Majeſty ; 
and your ſupport of the Arch Patriot, 
continued at a time, when no one elſe 
would have ſupported him, will never 
be equalled—-will never be forgotten. 
To you alone it was left to ſtand forth 
in behalf of a man, whom in bad 
times, or in bad ftates, the public 
voice would have conſigned to puniſh- 
ment—to infamy. | 

| But 
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DEDICATION. vii 


But the day, * would not ſuffice to 
enumerate your various attempts in 
favour. of Liberty; nor would my 
pen be equal to the taſk, Permit me, 
then, to turn your attention to myſelf, 


and to dilate. on my claims to your 


favour and patronage. Truly can I 
recommend myſelf to you as a man 
who have ſpent the little I fet out 
with who am bred to no buſineſs or 
profeſſion - Who have no dealings in 
the city nor property in this or any 
county who have been ſhamefully re- 
fuſed ſeveral little places, which I had 
condeſcended, at different times, to 
ſollicit under Government—and: who, 
laſtly, want only a Catiline to lead 
me to attempt the moſt candid and free 
meaſures which Liberty can' wreak 
Thus qualified, I bumbly bis you, 
to direct the Livery of London freely 
to elect me one of their Sheriffs for 
the next year, in conjunction with 
Si prima zepetens ab origine pergam, 
Ante diem clauſo componat veſper Olympo. 
ſome 
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ſome Alderman, who' may keep our 
joint purſe, - I likewiſe preſume upon 
another favour, of no poſſible honour, 
though perhaps of profit—your iſſuing 
your Cong d Elire to your ſubjects at 
Brentford, to chuſe me one of the 
Knights of the Shire, to repreſent the 
Frecholders of Middleſex in the en- 
ſuing Parliament. | 


So raiſed —ſo created by you from 

nothing, you may depend upon my 
Gratitude, Liberty, and Honour, en- 
gaging me to adopt, ſupport, and 
avow, the worſt and moſt dangerous 
meaſures which you can direct; and 
that, in imitation of my predeceſſors, 
I ſhall continue ſuch grateful, free, and 
honourable conduct, ſo long as I find 
it my intereſt ſo to do. 
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UPON THE 


OUEBEC BILL. 


Mr. SPEAKER! 
SIR, 


AD it not been the object of the 
oppoſers of the Bill, now under 
our conſideration, to render odious and 
invidious its general principles, I ſhould 
not have thought it needful for me, 
riſing in a parliamentary debate, to pre- 
miſe, that, beſides its peculiar expe- 
diency, a clear conviction of the /bera- 
lity and polity of its principles is my 
chief inducement,—my leading motive, 
to riſe and endeavour to oppoſe the 
popular prejudices which we have ſeen 


Þ io 


[20:4 
ſo potently to militate againſt this Bill, 
both with thoſe who through igno- 
rance have miſunderſtood it, or 


through malevolence have miſrepre- 


* 


It is a little remarkable, that theſe 
popular prejudices, among other in- ; 
competent foundations, reſt upon a I 
doubt of the power of Parliament * to 
model and conſtitute its Colonies in 
ſuch a manner as ſhall be deemed 
meet : they make a queſtion, whether 
the. Supreme Legiſlaturc of the Briiſſb 
Empire has a right to give, to its 
ceded Province of Canada, ſuch form 
of government, and ſuch toleration of 


religious profeſſions, as ſhall appear 7 
fitting for the imperial ſtate to give, . 
and for the dependent ſtate to receive. 


U 


hg juriſdiction of this Court, ſays Sir Ed- 
ward Coke, i is ſo tranſcendent, that it maketh, en- 


Jargeth, diminiſheth, repealeth, and reviveth, Jaws, 
ſtatutes, acts, and ordinances, concerning matters 


eccleſiaſtical, capital, criminal, &. 1 Inſt, 


fol. 110. 1 1d 
| | cou 


k 4 1 
it ſeems to me, that this is a very uni- 
conſtitutional and illibetal ground; or 
which to ſuppoft an argument, nomi⸗- 
ny in favout of Liberty. 


But, when it appeared to bb the 
ititention to embarraſs us with | 
diſputes, addreſſed to our pifhons and 
prejudices, iuſtead of our reafon, in 
order to “ darken counſel by words 
without knowledge ;” I thought my- 


ſelf in duty bounden to examine the 


Bill itſelf, and ſee with my own eyes, 


whether it warranted. the inductions 


drawn therefrom. TI ſhall therefore 
preſume to trefpaſs upon your patience, 
Sir, and upon that of this honourable 


Aſſembly; while I recapitulate the 


heads of the Bill in contemplation; 
and mention ſome few obſervations 


which occurred to me; upon the per- 
uſal of it. 


The preamble of this Bill having 


ſtated; that; by the Proclamation in 
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1763, a large extent of country, con- 
taining Canadian poſſeſſions, was leſt 
without any Civil Eſtabliſnment; and 
that other parts of the Canadian fiſhery 
(the Labradore coaſt) were thereby ſub- 
jected to the regulations of Newfound- 
land, which were inconſiſtent with the 
nature of their fiſhery; the act then 
goes on to place under the juriſdiction 
of this new government all unappro- 
-priated lands, ſouthward as far as 
where the Ohio runs into the Mifſiſippr, 


.and northward to . the territory 'of 


Hudſon's Bay; revoking the aforeſaid 
Proclamation. It then grants a zo/era- 
tion of the exerciſe of their religion, 
ſubjeft to the King's Supremacy, to the 
Roman Catholics there, and (after a 


clauſe in favour and encouragement of 


the Proteſtant religion there) preſcribes 

a form for their Oath of Allegiance. - 
The Act then goes on to ſecure to 

the Canadians their poſſeſſions, cuſtoms, 


and w/ages; and (except in the cale of 


lands held under Engliſh tenures, 
which are to remain as they are) con- 
tinues 


18 1 
tinues to them their own /aws, ſo far 
as they relate to property and civil 
rights: but, in this proviſion, the pro- 
perty and poſſeſſion of the religious 


communities are excepted; and the 


whole ſyſtem remains ſubject to alte- 
rations, by ordinance of the Legiſlative 
Council, whenever the Canadians ſhall 
be ſatisfied, of the ſuperior excellence, 
of the Engliſh civil law, or the ob- 
jections, which prevent its eſtabliſhment 
there, ſhall ceaſe; or whenever the ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice, under Canadian 
jaw, ſhall become oppreſſive to Britiſh 
ſubjects, having property and credits 
there. The Act then gives them the 
power of deviſing by Will. It gives 
them that beſt part of our conſtitution, 
the Criminal Law of England. It then 
proceeds to ſtate the inapplicability, to 
their ſituation, of an aſſembly of repre- 
ſentatives ; and authoriſes the King to 
nominate a Governor and Council, who 
are to have a power of making ordi- 
nances for their peace, welfare, and 
* government, but not for the pur. 
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poſe of taxation. It further enacts, that 
no ordinance touching religion, or that 
inflicts greater puniſhment than fine or 
impriſonment for three months, ſhall 
be of any force or validity, until ap- 
proved by the Crown. It then con- 
cludes with three clauſes, relating to 
the manner of paſũng theſe ordinances, 
to the power in the Crown af erecting 
courts, and to enforcing in that Pro- 
vince the acts of parliament for rogue 
int the Blanton trade, 


Having briefly ſtated what the Ack 
daes give them, it may not be amiſs cur- 
ſorily ta mention what it does not give 
them. It does not give them all the 
inexplicable reaſoning and machinery 
of our law.,—lt embarrafles them nei · 
ther with the uncertainty of contingent 
remainders, nor with the mouſetraps 
of ſpecial pleading.— It does not oblige 
them to carry attornies from hence to 
manage their eſtates. It does not ſub- 
jet them to the cruelty and ſeverity of 
gur laws concerning arreſts.—It does 

nat 
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E 
not enable four hundred emigrants, be- 
cauſe they are Proteſtants, to erect 
themſelves into a conſtitutional ar:i/{o- 
cracy, and tyrannize over and. oppreſs 
above an hundred thouſand peaceable 
and dutiful ſubjects, who firſt ſettled 
the country; men of property, of rank, 
of character. It does not, in infraction 
of the very treaty which ceded the 
country tq us, compel theſe miſtaken, 
yet believing, Chriſtians to ſacrifice the 
prejudices, the faith, the religion, 
they were born in, at the ſhrine of a 
ſuperſtitious and intoleranthierarchy.— 
It does not empower the few Proteſtant 
ſettlers there, under the idea of a free 
repreſentation, to tax at difcretion a 
country, of which they form a moſt 
inſignificant part; but reſerves taxation, 
where it ſhould conſtitutionally re- 
main, in the breaſt of this houſe.— 
Neither does this AR, Sir, authorize 


a * Committee, to take a ſum of money 
put of the revenue, granted to the 


# $ce ſome late tranſaRions in Carolina, 
B 4 Crown 
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6 1 
Crown for the uſes of government, and 
ſend it over to the Bull of Rights, to 
be expended i in hiring a mob, to inſult 
the firſt magiſtrate of this country, in 
his public character. 


But I am yet to learn that the omif. - 


ſion of theſe properties, in their con- 
ſtitution, precludes either polity or li- 
berty ; or that the reſtoring and aſſurin 
to the conquered their poſſeſſ ns 
rights, laws, and religion, is an act of 
ſeverity or of tyranny in the con- 
queror; eſpecially when we conſider, 
that this bill reſtores partially what, 
by a mere temporary expedient, the 
King's Proclamation * jncompetently 
„ 
* I ſhould thus defend my opinion. —In Sal- 
keld 41 1 it is laid down, by Lord Chief. juſtice 
Holt, „that, in a conquered country, the laws 
of the conquering ſtate cannot take place till 
« declared ſo by the Conqueror and his ſucceſ- 
„ ſors:” which conqueror is the ſupreme power of 
the conquering ſtate ; with us, the King in concur- 
rence with the two Houſes of Parliament: for it is 


clear, that our King acting ſingly is not that Sove- 
fejgn which Vattel deſcribes, vol. I, dect. 47, and 235, 


who 
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(as I deem) took away. For the King 
has not, I conceive, Sir, a power of 


who © can change ſuch laws as are not fundamen- 
tc tal, and make political regulations, which with 
us are acts of Legiſlation. This is further eluci- 
dated by the argument in Calvin's caſe, 7th Rep. 
where the reaſon given, why © the King may, at 
„e pleaſure, alter the laws of a conquered country,” 
is, that “ he hath vite et neas poteſlatem, the 
* power of life and death,” He may, perhaps, 
have vitæ et necis poteſiatem ſo long as the ſtate of 
war continues; but ſuch a power, after returning 
the ſword to the ſcabbard, is repudiated by all na- 
tions of the world. L'Eſpr. des Loix, l. xv. c. 2, 
Beſides, a conqueſt is for the benefit of the ſtate, 
not of the King. See Vattel, vol. II. ſect. 232. 
And, if there was ſuch a power, it would veſt in 
the Parliament; for it cannot be either an execu- 
tive or judicial act, which are ſuppoſed to be in 
conſequence of ſome municipal law, pre- exiſtent 


and preſcriptive to them. There ſeems to me to 


he a ſtrong line between ordinances made in a 
conquered country in time of war, and thoſe made 
in time of peace: in war, they are temporary re- 
gulations, made upon the ſpur of the occaſion ; 
in peace, they are durable eſtabliſhments, I muſt 
acknowledge my obligations to Mr. Macdonald's 
able argyment, in the King's-bench, laſt Eaſter 
term, for the clue which has led me ſo far as I 
have been able to enter into this point, 


annulling 
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annulling or altering the laws of à con» 
quered country, unlefs fagrante bello, 
while the ſword of war remains, un- 
ſheathed ; for, after hoſtilities have 
ceaſed, ſuch alteration is an act of Le- 


giſlation. 


And even if there was ſo ample a 
power veſted in the Crown, yet the 
exertion of it, in the manner which 
has been propoſed, by giving them a 
new ſyſtem of law, would be unnece/+ 
ſary, and conſequently impolitic and y- 
rannical ; for the wanton and unneceſ- 
fary impoſition of laws and regulations 


is, according to * Blackſtone's idea, 


deſtructive of liberty; and, in my 
mind, of pality alſo. The change, 
which William the Firſt made in our 
laws and language, ſhewed in its con- 
ſequences as much ill polity, as in- 
juſtice in its principles: for it is truly 


ſaid, by the + author of the Spirit of 


Laws, that “ it is the folly of con- 


* Book I. ch. 1. 
+ Grand, et Decl, des Romains, ch. vi. 
Þ % querars 
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Fs querors to with to give to every 
be people their own laws and cuſtoms 
te which are of no uſe, for in every 
10 ſpecies of government the ſubject is 
te capable of obedience,” That it is 
'not neceffary for us to give our con- 
quered ſtates our own laws, we have 
proof in the examples of Guernſey, 
 Ferſey, Minorca, &c.; which retain 
their obedience as well under their own 
laws, as they would under ours. 


Far am 1, Sir, from being convinced 
of the expediency, or juſtice, of ſub- 
mitting the /ives, /iberties, and pro- 
perties, of our ſubjects in Canada to 
the juriſdiction of the very few Britiſh 
Proteſtants ſettled there; who, I am 
bold to aflert, are ſome of them the 
very refuſe of this country, who have 
unſucceſsfully ventured to other parts 
of America preyioufly to their colo- 
nizing in Canada. Were it declared 
expedient and juſt, I ſhould not won» 
der, if theſe poor Roman Catholic Ca- 
padians, yainly guarded by the articles 
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of treaty, ſhould petition us for a lar- 


ger number of Proteſtant tranſports 
than has been uſed to be ſent there, in 
order to increaſc the number of proper 
and fit men to form their Houſe of 
Commons, who ſhall give them /aws; 
and to compoſe a body from whence to 
chuſe their ſpecial and common juries, 
who are to determine on /ife and . 


Feri. 


To thoſe who contend that, when 
in the * Treaty we contract to take the 
moſt effectual meaſures to tolerate in 
them the exerciſe of their religion, * as 
« far as our laws will permit,” we dq 


The words of the Treaty referred to are theſe: 
That his Britannic Majeſty, on his ſide, agrees 
© to grant the liberty of the Catholic religion to 


< the inhabitants of Canada. He will conſequently 


* vive the moſt preciſe and moſt effectual orders, 
<« that his new Roman Catholic ſubjects may pra- 
5 feſs the worſhip of their religion, according to 
< the rites of the Romiſh Church, as far as the 
t Jaws of Great- Britain — that is, ſubjeQ 
to the King's S 5 


not 
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not mean any thing; “ for that our 
laws do not permit, but only wink at, 
the exerciſe of the Roman Catholic 
worſhip here: that our Roman Catholic 
laws are like a ſword. in a ſcabbard, 
which drawn, gives a /bera et infinite 
pot eſtas to him who bears it. To this 
I ſhall content myſelf with anſwering 
generally, that, if treaties are to be 
ſo conſtrued, it will in its conſequences 
render vain the Law of Nations and 
Treaties, which has hitherto operated, 
ſo much to the honour and peace of 
Modern Europe. | 


If any man, after having read the pe- 
+ition from whence this bill originates, 
ſigned 


* Our Live vues more liberally of conftruc- 
tions, when it directs, that an engagement ſhall 
s operate moſt forcibly againſt the contractor; 


and that every word ſhall take effect, if poſſible,” 
Plowden, 156. | 


+ This petition of the Canadians, having men- 
tioned the conqueſt, and the conſequent treaty 
which reſtored to them their religion, laws, and 
poſſeſſions, repreſents the inconvenience and con- 

| fuſion 
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ſigtied by moſt of the reſpectable names 
of Quebec, defiring, fo far as may be, 


faſton which have attended the fo changing of 
their own laws for the Engliſh laws, with which 


they were totally unaequainted, and which were 


mot in any way fuitable to their fituation; Having 
then thanked his Majeſty for admitting them to 
fit upon juries; they profeſs their ſurprize at being 
told; that they could not be in any employ civil 
or military; as they had flattered themſelves that 
their irreproachable and dutiful conduct, fince the 
conqueſt, would be fuch a teſtimony in their fa- 
vour, as might induce their Sbvereigh to admit 
them to the rights of Britiſh ſubjects. They then 
beg their laws to be reſtored to them; and the 


Upper Country, and the coaſt of Labradore, to bs 
replaced under the juriſdiction of their Province. 


Tue Counter-petition of the Britiſh Traders 


there does not ſay a word about the treaty; ot 
about the inhabitants of the country ; but, having 


cited the proclamation, and ſhewn the gloriouſneſs 
of farcing the Britiſh laws and conſtitution upon 


| the conquered Canadians; and afferted that the 


petitioners are very indufirious (which I believe 
true endugh), and carry on a great part of the 
trade of the place, concludes by informing his Ma- 
jeſty, that there are now (whieh I doubt) a ſuffi- 
eient number of Proteſtants to form a General 
Aſſembly, and that they therefore hope that one 


Will be immediately called. 


their 
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their laws continued, and their reli- 
gion tolerated; and having compared ãt 
with the counter- petition for the laws of 
England, ſigned by the Brityh Traders 
there, who, reinforced by all their 
party, are in a leſs lei. to the 
Roman Catholics of Quebec than one 
to two hundred; if, ſo informed, he 
ſhall aſſert that it is the defire of our 
colony of Quebec to forego t their own 
laws, in exchange for ours: to an aſ- 
ſertion ſo void of truth I ſhall not 
waſte words in replying, but content 
myſelf with anſwering, in the modeſt 
and humble phraſe of an honeſt ſaint, 
whoſe name I forget, Mentiris impu- 
dent Nun ! 

But it has been ſaid, that not merely 
the ?ntereft of our Canadian ſubjects, nor 
yet the fecred faith due to treaties, is 
to be conſulted; that we . muſt take 
heed to the danger of introducing deſ- 
potiſm into our conſtitution, by letting 
the infection touch even the extremes. 
But, Sir, ſo far as precept and example 
united can ſupport me, I ſhall venture 

to 
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to demur to this principle; not to the 
extent of the words in which it has 
been expreſſed, but to ſuch ſtate of it as 
the fact will warrant. Far be it from 
me to aſſert that deſþotiſm is proper for 
any part of a free Empire; but I truſt 
that I am warranted in ſaying, that, if 
the conſtitution of the dependent ſtate 
cannot exactly tally with that of the 
imperial ſtate, it had better be % free 
than more free. 


The conſtituting of a dependent 
ſtate exactly as free, and yet not more 
free than the imperial ſtate, is, in my 
ſentiment, quite Utopian. I believe 
that there never was an example of 
this exact tally: I am confident in aſ- 


ſerting that there is no ſuch example 
in our Empire. Our royal govern- 
ments are /e/5 free, our charter govern- 
ments are more free, than the mother- 
ſtate: our brethren in New England 
have been abundantly more 2 o 
that we have er leſt they ſhould 
«uſe their liberty as a cloak to licen- 
: &« tiouſneſs.“ 


* 


e tiouſneſs.” As proof thereof, call to 

mind, Sir, what little effe& the pa- 
triotic Mayors and Aldermen of the 
city of London have had in raiſing ſedi- 
tion in the cauſe of Liberty, compared 
with the eager ſtrides of the Sons. 
« and Daughters of Liberty” at Boſton 

to that ſyſtem which knows no ſo- 
vereigu power but in Heaven. 


You will recollect, Sir, that the 
ſtates of Greece had all dependent 
ſtates, with more confined liberties than 
their own. Monteſquieu * remarks of 
Rome, that their Republican conſtitu- 
tion could not be communicated to the 
Provinces ; that, while Liberty was in 
the center, Tyranny was in the extremes ; 
for, he then adds, a M-narchial con- 
ſtitution may be communicated to a 
dependent ſtate, but a Republican can- 
not. Ina ſubſequent + book however 
he makes a pactial exception to his ob- 
ſervation, in favour of the Mixt Conſti- 


* L'Eſprit des Loix, Liv. xi. Chap. 19. 
+ Liv, xix. Chap. 27. 


C tution 


l 26 ] 
tution of England; ſaying, that, 
where the Engliſh ſend out colonies 
of their own People, they can commu- 
nicate their ſyſtem : but, he adds, not 
when they conquer; for there, though 
the citizens of the ſtate may be made 
free, yet their conſtitution muſt be de- 
pendent and monarchial. To know whe- 
ther this applies, we have but to de- 
termine, whether the hundred thou- 
fand conquered Canadians, or the four 
hundred ' colonizing Engliſh, compoſe 
the Province of Quebec, If the firſt, 
it is a conquered country; if the latter, 
a ſettled Colony. 


The few Republics which now exiſt 
concur to add authority to my afler- 4 
Ill! tion; but in no inſtance that occurs | 
„ to me is it more juſtified than in the 
manner in which the Republic of Hal- 
land governs its monarchial eſtabliſh- 1 
ment at Balavia. * A ſimple mer- | 
li} | « chant, governor of that Colony, ap- 
« pearing there with all the ſtate of the 


* Siccle de Loius XIV. Tom. I. p. 21, 
F » | 6 greateſt 
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« ortiiteſt Kings, without their ſuf- 
t fering this Afatic Pomp to corrupt 
« the ſimplicity of their European 
« Dutch,” draws from Voltaire the 
obſervation, that this mode of ex- 
« ternal pomp and domeſtic frugality 
« has formed the grandeur of the Se- 
« yen Provinces,” | 


But the manners of the European 
Dutch are as much more ſimple and 
frugal than ours, as the pomp of the 
Batavian Dutch exceeds what is, of 
can be, in Canada. The Republic of 
Holland is as much more republican, 
and leſs monarchial, than the Mixt 
State of England; as the deſpotic 
Viceroy of Batavia is more abſolute, 
than the Governor of Queber under the 
propoſed qualified eſtabliſhment, The 
caſe is much ſtronger, and yet has 
produced none but good effects. 


Having ſaid thus much, in order to 
ſtate the General Polity of the Bill, its 
peculiar neceſſity and expediency in this 

C 2 inſtance, 


128 
inſtance,” and that nd danger to us at- 
tends it; I proceed to examine, whe- 
ther its operations will be in favour os 
in . oppoſition to Liberty, And in a 
Free State like this, to which we have 
the happineſs to belong, it is not to be 
wondered, if the ſound of that ſingle 
word, “ Liberiy,“ ſhould be equal to an 
army of other words ; for arguments 
in favour of Liberty are, and ought to 
be, heard with avidity in this aflem- 
bly ;—they merit and they receive fa- 
vour in our courts of Law.— And, Sir, 
did I conceive the Arguments for this 


Bill to have effect in favour of the 


Prerogative of the Crown, and againſt 


the Liberty of the ſubject, I would be 
the laſt man in this houſe who ſhould 
riſe to ſupport it, But when I ſhall 


have obſerved to you, that, without 


this Bill, the Government of Canada 


will remain formed of a Governor, 
Council, and Houſe of Aflembly, 
electable out of and by the very few 
Proteſtants who reſide there, to the ex- 

cluſion 
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clufion of, generally ſpeaking, all the 
Canadians ; that this Oligarchy is to be 
armed with the power of tyranny and 
perſecution ; and that this conſtitution 
is to remain ſolely eſtabliſhed by the 
King's Proclamation, and wholly ſub- 
ject to his prerogative :—and when, on 
the reverſe of the medal, we find that 
this Bill conſiders them as ſubjects, not 
- of the Royal Prerogative, but of the 
Legiſlature of the Britiſh Empire; and 
as ſuch admits them to the rights of 
ſubjects, and to a ſmall participation 
of Government ; that it tolerates their 
religious prejudices, and continues to 
them their own Laws and Tenures, ſo 
far as they concur with their advantage 
and our fafety :—lt will then be eaſy 
for this aſſembly to determine, Sir, 
which of the two is @ conqueſt 10 Li- 
erty ; that which founds an ariftocratic 
hierarchy on kingly prerogative; or that 
which conftitutionally admits the con- 
uered to the rights of Britiſh ſubjecis, 
10 far as their ſituation will permit. 


+ ED Can 
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Dan there be any thing more invidious 
more odious—more averic, to Li- 
berty, than a ſyſtem which draws a 
line between /*:tling ſubjects and ſub- 
jets by treaty; which conſiders emi- 
grants from England as authorized to 
exerciſe all the tyranny, which Roman 
Citizens were guilty of in their Pro- 
vinces; and treats a country, ſubjected 
fo us by treaty, as a proyince acquired 
for the purpoſe of their oppreſſions. 
It would be ridiculous, Sir, to think 
that * co loco, ubi ſervitutem effe velimus, 


fidem ſperandam e, 


But ſuch the miſtake muſt be, which 
enſues our being governed by words, 
inſtead of ideas. This yery n. 
between conquered and ſettling ſub- 
jects, which patriots have contended 
ſo for in this inſtance, was, by being 
realized in the Roman Provinces, the 
cauſe of all thoſe ſhocking ſcenes of 


* Ridiculous to think, that, “ in that place 


* where we * conſtjuted lavery, fidelity is to 


oppreſſign 
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oppreſſion and tyranny, which emi- 


grants * from that city diſplayed amid 


their unhappy ſubjects; the which, by 
a neceſſary conſequence, drew after 


them the ſlavery, and ultimately the 
ruin , of that imperial city, whoſe 


conſtitution had been the vaunted pro- 
duce of fix hundred years, The in- 


ſtance is the more remarkable, in that 


this very Empire, which thus fell a 
ſacrifice to its own injuſtice and bad 
polity, originated its grandeur by di- 
realy oppoſite meaſures f,—thoſe of in- 
corporating into its own body every 
city and ſtate of Italy which it con- 
quered. 


If it ſhould appear, that, by the ex- 
tenſion of our Criminal Law to that 


* See the end of Mithridates's ſpeech; cited from 
Trogus Pompeius by Juſtin, Lib. xxxvii, cap, 7. 
+ Ego cuncta imperia crudelia, magis acerba, 


quam diuturna, arbitror; neque quemquam a 


multis metuendum efle, quin ad eum ex multis 


| Jormido recidat. SALLUsT, Orat. I, 
$ Tit, Liv, lib, VIII. cap. xiii. Camillus's ſpeech, 


C4 country, 
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15 ; country, the writ of habeas corpus ip 
[UF criminal | matters is 2 facio carried 
Wh with it, and equally * iſſuable in the 
1 | | cqurts 


0 * The firſt * leading point in the conſtrur- 
3 tion of an Act of Parliament is to make it ſo 
h operate, as to ſuppreſs (ſo far as may be) the miſ- 
4 0 chief, and advance the remedy. 1 Comment, 87. 
. And it is the maſter- principle of our Law, that 
* every thing in favour of Liberty ſhall be liberally 
ih: and beneficially expounded, The habeas corpus 
| ad ſubjictendum, which iſſues in criminal caſes, and 
that a4 deliberandum et recipiendum, to remove Cri- 
minals, are a part of our criminal law, and a part 
eſſential to the liberty of the ſubject: and though 
it is provided, in the habeas co pus act, that it ſhall 
be iſſuab'e on:y by the Lord Chancellor and the 
twelve judges; yet, becauſ: that if, in criminal 
caſes, it ſhould not be iſſuable in the ſame manner 
ng in Quebec as in the other Colonies, the part of 4 
100 the act, which gives them the Criminal Law of 9 
10 England, would loſe its principal aim and effect; | 
i | therefore it is to be underſtood, that the part of 
14/8 the habeas corfus act, which drains the iſſuing of 
10 | | this writ to the Lord Chancellor and the twelye 
118 Judges, is, fo far as it applies to Quebec in cri- 
Ws minal matters, vertually repealed ; for, otherwiſe, 
1 the intention of this Act, to put them upon the 
Wi. fame footing with ourſelves in point of criminal 
1090 ju iſprudence, cannot take effect. It is a little ex- 
10 e that this bas! which 'has ol ſuch 
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courts there, as in England: if it 
ſhould likewiſe appear, that the ex- 
tenſion of this ſame criminal Law ope- 
rates to ſecure to them the rial by Fury 
in all matters which concern either the 
Life or Liberty of the ſubject, in all 
matters in which the power and pre- 
rogative of the Crown might, by paſſi- 
bility,, gain an opportunity of inter- 
fering to the oppreſſion of the ſubject; 
and that their former mode of trial 
only remains, in civil actions, between 
ſubject and ſubject, and in diſputes about 
a property which is held under different 
tenures froms ours; and that only till 
the Legiſlative Council, with appro- 
bation from home, ſhall find it expe- 
dient to alier it: If all this ſhould ap- 


offence on account of its ſuppoſed excluſion of 
this writ, is the only adt which extends it to any 
Province in America, The other Colonies have 
it, through Governors Inſtructions, under a very 
liberal conſtruction of the 31ſt of Charles II. I 
underſtand that a very great Lawyer has given his 
opinion, that this writ is, in criminal matters, iſ- 
ſuable by the Judges of the Superior Court of 
that Province, equally as in England. 

pear 
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-pear, and in the face of 'the Bill we 
may read it, I humbly conceive, Sir, 
that all arguments, iſſuing from the 
idea of the nan - extenſian of the writ of 
' habeas corpus, and trial by jury, to 
this colony are, to uſe a juſtly fa- 
vourite expreſſion . meer, Moon - ſhine.“ 


Could jt happen (which Heaven for- 
bid!) that the ſovereign of ſome neigh- 
bouring ſtate to us, adyantaged by ſi- 
tuation, connections, events, and 
good Fortune, ſhould acquire by con- 
ug the ſovereignty of this Kingdom, 
to the excluſion of the preſent family, 
who came to the throne, to aſſert and 
Jupport the rights of Britons : ſhould 
this happen (and, however diſtant in 
event, in argument it may be ſup. 
poſed), and ſhould this conquering 
Prince think proper to declare void our 
laws, uſages, tenures, and Doctrine of 
Deſcents; our Privilege of trial by 
jury, our claim to the writ of habeas 
corpus, our rights of manors, and our 

potions, 


1 

poſſeſſions, in order to conſtitute the 
whole ſyſtem de novo; and' ſhould he 
cloſe this deadly edift by prohibiting 
ps to worſhip the God of our Fathers, 
as our Fathers worſhiped him; hat 
names! what words ſhould we think 
ſufficiently'emphatical for ſuch an Act 
of Tyranny! But if, to the cruelty 
and injuſtice of ſuch a procedure, it 
ſhould appear in acceſſion, that it 
was * unneceſſary, wanton, and impolitic,, 
the folly of the deed would demand 
ſtil] ſtronger words to expreſs its cha- 
racter, | 


— 


Let us then put ourſelves, for a mo- 
ment, in the ſituation of our conquered 
Canadian ſubjects. To them their 


laws, their uſages, their rights, their 
poſſeſſions, are equally dear as ours arc 


For the reaſon of two or three hundred 
ſtragglers of the conquering nation, having crept 
jn among us, would, in our own caſe, be deemed 
nothing better than a man of ſtraw ; and that is 
not reaſon, in the caſe of another, which is not 


ſo in our own inſtance, 


to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1 


to us: their religion is much dearer, 
through a miſtaken zea/, which un- 


happily miſleads them. Can we, by 
any means, conceive ourſelves autho- 


rized to correct theſe errors by perſecu- 
tion? or will the Spirit of our Faith 
warrant us by fire and faggot to make 
immediate Proſelytes of an hundred 
thouſand ſubjects, whom the chance of 
war, and the faith of treaties, have 


placed under our juriſdiction? Surely, 


not. For let no man ſay that we have 
a right of compulſion, becauſe our 


laws and religion are better than heir: 


The aſſertion may be very true; but, 
if admitted as an argument, it is an 


argument, which the verieſt tyrant 


upon earth, operating for the worſt of 


purpoſes, might equally with us make 
uſe of, — 


So far, Sir, for the Polity, Liberty, 
and Propriety, which, in my ſentiment 
* The hiſtory of every country affords con- 


victive proof, that perſecution is not the proper 
means of converting from teligious errors, 


at 


* ] 
at leaſt, unitedly direct the aim and 
operation of this Bill. I have now to en- 
gage your view, to that part of it, which 
preſcribes the extenfion and limits of this 
new Province; a ſubject which has 
been more ſpoke to by the gentlemen 
in oppoſition, becauſe more capable 
of a multiplicity of words, The Bill, 
Sir, re-annexes to Quebec, on the one 
fide, the Labradore coaſt, and, on the 
other ſide, the upper and interior coun- 
try of North-America, North of the 
Ohio; and as the reaſoning applying 
to theſe two countries depends upon 
different facts, I muſt beg your in- 
dulgence, while I ſpeak to each of 
them ſeparately ; and firſt with regare 
to the Labradore coaſt. 


It is impoſſible for any man, who 1s 
acquainted with the nature of the com- 
merce and fiſhery carried on upon that 
coaſt, and with the ſtate of the Cana- 
dian claims there, not to ſee that the 
reſtriction 


38 ] 


teſtriction of it to the government of 


Quebec, in excluſion of the govern- 
ment of Newfoundland, is an act both 
of expediency and juſtice, The Seal and 
Sea- cow fiſheries of Labradore, and the 
Cod fiſhery of Newfoundland; are fo 
different in their natures, that the ſame 
mode of regulation cannot be appli- 
cable to both. The firſt comer every 
ſpring to Newfoundland ſeizes upon, 
and becomes tenant by occupation of 


thoſe unoccupied parts of the ſhore 


which are moſt convenient and ſuitable 
to him: there 1s no perennial pro- 
perty in the fiſhery; but they are 
all annuat occupants; for the boat, 
which carries them there, carries with 
them their barrel of rum, and barrel 
of pork, and the other few requiſites 
for a complete eſtabliſhment of their 
fiſhery. But the Labradore fiſheries are 
carried on upon a very different prin- 
ciple, and in a very different manner: 
they are fixed and ſedentary, and re- 


2 quire 


I 
= , 
b 
* 
* 
ol 
f 
b 
2 
* 
7 
4 
aff 
e 
© 
"» 
£U 
Fs 
* 
. 
— 
„ 
4 
4 
a 
Es. 
A, 
* 
* 
* 
& 
4 * 
of ol 
kd 
1 
= pb. 
2 
* 
# 
HF * 
. 
N +1 
S; 
1 
- 4 
- 
xy K * 
— 2 
4 * 
. * 
* 
--28& 
122 
2 
* | 
bY | 
% (nh 
— 
Pe, 


** 


191 


quite more than mere annual eſtabliſh- 


ments; and the profit would be irre- 
ſponſible to the expence, if the fiſher- 
man, after a large diſburſement in pre- 
parations and means for carrying on 
his fiſhery this year, is to be ouſted 
and deprived of the benefit of them 
the ſecond year; and is to be obliged 
to recur to the ſame expence annually 
for the ſame inadequate profit, 


It is true, that the Proclamation, 
by making it a part of Newfoundland, 
did not abſolutely preſcribe, that it 
ſhould, in all its parts, be ſubje& to 
the regulations of the Newfoundland 
fiſhery; but, by the miſtaken zeal of 
thoſe gentlemen, who have been 
appointed to ſuperintend that fiſhery, 
it has in fact had, and muſt con- 
tinue to have, theſe conſequences; for, 
however wiſe and proper their regula- 
tions may have been, when applied 
to thoſe parts of the coaſt, where a 
Cod fiſhery may be carried on; yet 


they, 


1 
they are certainly inapplicable to the 
Oil fiſhery ; and, by making it impof- 
ſible for a Canadian to form eſtabliſh- 
ments, where he has a right to poſ- 
ſeſſion, do in fact violate every prin- 


ciple of Law and Juſtice *. 


If then it ſhould be deemed impo- 
litic to ſubject that valuable coaſt and 
fiſhery to the ſyſtem which operates 
half the year in Newfoundland; it 
will, I truſt, appear an tndifpenſable 
point of polity to ſubject them to 
ſome government or other. To 
eſtabliſh a government on purpoſe 
is a needleſs and abſurd expence 
and &. fohn's will want more ma- 
turity and population before it will 
be fit to govern itſelf, Halifax is 
alſo yet in its infancy, and equally 
incapable of enlarging its dependent 
juriſdiction. Quebec will then appear 


* Sir Hugh Palliſer has had, and, I believe, + 
now has, actions pending againſt him here, on 
account of ſome of theſe regulatious. 

185 to 
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to be the * only Province adapted by 


fituation and condition to this taſk. And 


the fiſhermen of Labradore will cer- 
tainly not change for the worſe, in 
eſcaping from the juriſdiction of a Com- 
modore to the civil Eſtabliſhment of *a 
Governor and Council, acting under 
laws to be conſented to here; which 
will ſurely be better for them, than a 
ſyſtem, whereof the quod placuit prin- 
cipi, the Commodore's high will and 
pleaſure, forms the code. 


It is true, that there is a very va- 
luable cod-fiſhery, on ſome parts of this 
coaſt,” which may be carried on by 
Britiſh ſubjects. But is there any 
thing in this A& which prevents Bri- 
tiſh ſubjects from fiſhing upon thoſe 
patts of the coaſt, where there are 
no Canadian ſettlements? Is there any 
thing in this Act which diſables the 


0 Quebec, Halifax, and St. John's, are the 


only neighbouring Provinces to the Labradore 


Coaſt, 
+ Rk King 
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King from giving inſtructions for mea- 
ſures that may ſecure that fiſhery to Bri» 
tiſh ſubjeQs? Is jt to be ſuppoled, that 
the King will not be adviſed to inſtru 
his Governor, to make ſuch regulations 


as may ſecure, to the ſhips fitted out 


from Great Britain, the full enjoyment 
of that cod-fiſhery ? Will not this civil 
eſtabliſhment make it, to the ſubjects 
of Great Britain, more. ſecure than 
they have found the Port of Boſton ? 
Will not regulations, thus enacted by 
Law, be more effectual to this ſalutary 


object than any orders given by the go- 


vernor of Newfoundland; who is 
cloathed with no legiſlative power, nor 
is ſupported in what he may do, by 
any * Act which extends to that coaſt ? 


To all theſe queſtions common ſenſe 


anſwers in favour of the Bill; for the 
Quebec Government, having civil ju- 
riſdiction there, will make the Britiſh 


* The Proviſions of the Act of William III. are 


confined ſolely to the Ifland of Newfoundland. 


ſubjects 
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| ſubjects more ſecure in the poſſeſſion of 
this fiſhery, by Hore much more ſecurity 
there is to the Mother ſtate; in their 
being governed by a civil eſtabliſh- 
ment from home, and by laws con- 
ſented to at home, than by a naval 
eſtabliſhment, with no laws at all. 


It has been urged, that the transfer 
of the uri/diftion of this fiſhery to 
Quebec, will be attended with a 
transfer of the fbery itſelf, from the 
other Notth-Americans, to our ſub- 
jects of Quebec, and to our own peo- 
ple of England. Were it ſo, I do not 
ſee any ill polity in a meaſure which 
may mediately tend to draw a fiſhery 
from people, who refuſe our laws, go- 
vernment, and manufactures, to the 
inhabitants of Quebec, who petition us 
for laws, government, &c. or to our- 
ſelves, who ſtand very much in need 
of them; eſpecially if it ſhould ap- 
pear, and it is very true, that this 
country is occupied by Canadian poſ- 
. D 2 ſeſſions, 
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ſeſſions, under Canadian rights; here- 
tofore ſubject to this very juriſdiction, 


till diveſted by Proclamation. Would 


the transfer of the government carry 


the fiſhery with it, it would operate 


in favour of the bill; but I think, 

that it cannot be argued for it, that it 
will be attended with any ſuch effects; 
for the Independents of New-England 
will not find themſelves lefs << per- 
« fectly free” under the civil juriſ- 
diftion of Quebec, than under the Pro- 
clamations of the Naval Governors of 


Newfoundland. 


To what has been, or may be, faid 


againſt this Bill, on account of the 


encouragement which it may give to 


the Canadian Fi iſhery, and of the con- 


_ ſequent danger of its proving a Nurſery 


for Canadian Sailors; who, as ſoon as 


they ſhall acquire a fixed ſettlement for 


their fiſhery on that coaſt, are to be 
ſuppoled willing to abandon their pro- 
perty, and fly to the Prench Navy :— 

ab ng To 


* P 3 
r we 
— 3 8 * — 8 7 . Pe 


L438 -1 


To an argument ſo merely compoſed 
of words, I ſhall think it enough to 
anſwer generally—that the Nurſery, 
if it is one, is nat originated by this 
Aa—that it was preexi/ient to it that 
it is not to be prevented but by an Act 
of injuſtice, that of ouſting the Cana- 
dians there ſettled from theſe their ſet- 
tlements and poſſeſſions that it ſeems 


rather * abſurd, to exclude people from 


a fiſhery, in order to prevent their 
leaving it—and, laſtly, that this AR, 
ſo far from ſending them to mann the 
French Navy, gives them encourage- 
ment to remain there, ſecure in their 

ſſeſſions, on the footing of Britiſb 
Jubjefts. But, however liberal to 
them as coloniſts and ſubjects, the Act 
is not leſs cautious of the ſafety and 
welfare of the Mother Country; veſt- 
ing in the Crown a legal controul of 
this fiſhery, to limit and confine the 
bounds thereof, and to make ſuch re- 
gulations applicable thereto, as ſhall on 


Hic rogo, non furor eſt, ne moriare, mori? 


5 D 3 behalf 


L401 
behalf of Great Britain be deemed ex- 
pedient, And even if it ſhould, con- 
trary to every probability, prove a 
nurſery for French, inſtead of Engliſh 
failors, and ſhould the Crown omit gy 
exertion of the falutary power by this 
Act entruſted to it; we are by no 
means precluded from making ſuch fur- 


ther regulations and reſtrictions as ſhall 
to us ſeem fit.— 


J have entered thus largely into the 
conſideration of this part of the Bill, 
which, by an extenſion of the limits 
of Quebec, includes the coaſt of La- 


' bradare ; becauſè great pains have been 


taken to prejudice men's opinions upon 
falſe grounds; but I muſt not forget 
the 756 object. lt is needleſs to 
inform this — 7 already ſo knowing | 
in American affairs, that the upper and 
interior country, which this Bill places 
under the juriſdiction of Quebec, is in- 
deed of great extent, interſected by 


Many very great rivers and lakes, 


faking 


1 

taking their courſes in different di- 
verging lines of direction; but of eaſy 
communication, by means of narrow 
ſtraits, or ſhort, carrying- places, which 
being ſecured by forts, the dominion is 
eaſily maintained by a very ſmall mi- 
litary force, By a complete know- 
ledge and proper uſe of this great na- 
tural advantage, the French actually 
gained, and for many years main= 
| tained, the poſſeſſion of that country; 
from which, by means of a wiſe and 
proper regulation of the Peltry trade, 
upon one general ſyſtem, they gained 
the eſteem and affection of the Indians, 
and reaped thoſe benefits which raiſed 
Canada to the flouriſhing ſtate we 
found it in at the conqueſt, 


In order, however, to give effect to 
that regulation, and that the poſts, 
which were eſtabliſhed, might be 
more eaſily maintained, and at as little 
expence as poſſible; Settlements were 
allowed to be formed, within a cer- 
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tain diſtrict round each poſt; and a 
form of civil government eſtabliſhed, 
among the inhabitants of them, pro- 
portioned to the extent and importance 
of their ſettlements ; which became, 
in proceſs of time, actual, though de- 
pendent, Colonies. 


In this ſituation, that country was, 
by the ſucceſs of our arms, and the 
wiſdom of our councils in the direction 
of them, transferred to the dominion 
of Great- Britain. do not mean, 
in general, to condemn the policy of 
the Proclamation in 1763, in reference 
to the interior country: had it been 
followed by a complete execution of 
that plan, for the government of In- 
dian affairs, which the late Miniſter of 
the American Department had, with ſo 
much credit to himſelf, ſuggeſted 
the preſent meaſure would, as to many 
of its objects, have been unneceſſary. 
The Peliry trade would have been fey 
cured from thele groſs abuſes and 
1 AT = frauds 
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frauds which have ſpread univerſal en- 
mity and jealouſy among the Savages; 
and the Settlements at Detroit, Poſte 
St. Vincenne, and the Illinois, might, by 
degrees, have been brought under that 
controul which is eſſential to public, 
ſafety, and have received that protec- 
tion which is due to Civil Liberty. 


Unfortunately, however, no part of 
this plan was adopted, except the ap- 
pointment of a Superintendant for In- 
dian Affairs, with an eſtabliſhment of 
near 10,000/. per annum, but without 
any power or authority whatever, ex- 
cept what aroſe out of his uncommon 
merit and influence, to make any re- 
gulation, or correct any of thoſe abuſes, 
of which that commerce is in its na- 
ture ſo ſuſceptible. Many of the poſts, 
where inhabitancy had taken place, 
were improvidently abandoned; and 
the miſerable ſettlers were left expoſed 
to Ne and oppreſſion, which a man, 

informed 


19 

informed of facts, would 5/u/b to men- 
tion. 

In vain have the ſufferers under that 
oppreſſion ſighed out bitter, but reſpett- 
ful, complaints, —— In vain has Sir 
William Johnſon repeatedly announced 
the entire loſs of the affections of the 
Indians, and ſtated the decline of the 
Peliry trade, for want of ſome regula- 
tion and controul. in vain have the 
Colonies, concerned in this trade, been 
called upon to concur in ſome meaſures 
for that purpoſe; they have not only 
refuſed that concurrence, but have, re- 
gardleſs of their own ſafety, and in vio- 
lation of their Sovereign's orders, in 
ſome inſtances encouraged, and in 
others connived at, vagabond ſettlements, 
I! independent of all authority, and ir- 
ih reconcileable with every principle of 
i true polity. 


[if In this ſituation, and under theſe 
j gircumſtances, what better can be done 


0 than 
© 


1 1 
than to annex this country to Quebec, 
and ſubje& the whole to the juriſdic+ 
tion of that Colony, to which the 
only lawful ſettlers in it were origi- 
pally ſubject, and whoſe language, 
manners, inclination, and religion, are 
the ſame :—a Colony, that, under the 
proviſion of this Bill, will have autho- 
rity competent to every object that re- 
quires regulation and reform, both in 
reſpect to Indian Aﬀairs, aud the care 
and concern of the ſabordinate diſtricts. 


Do gentlemen really think, that, 
after all that has been proved to this 
houſe reſpecting the conduct of our 
other Colonies, it would be adviſeable 
that each, or any number of them, 
ſhould ad libitum extend ſettlement 
welt to the River Miſſippi? I think 
that none will be found hardy enough 
to riſk fuch an opinion. Should it 
be propoſed, I ſhould anſwer, « No! 
certainly, no! for, beſides: the in- 
gonvenionce, as. in the inſtance of Bon 
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for example, of its extending back 
into the woods above nine hundred 
miles from its Capital, its turbulent 
and democratic ſpirit,” and, in this in- 
ſtance, its inapplicable ſyſtem of re- 
preſentation; there would moreover 
be the ſame ill conſequences attending 
it, as muſt have followed that ilk-de- 
ſigned, and Happily-abortive ſcheme 
for the Oh ſettlement ; the forming 
an independent ſtate, inaccgſſible to our 
Navy, and conſequently uncontrolable 
by ourſelves.—It would tend prema- 
jurely to haſten that independence in 
our ſubjects in America, which they 
are forward enough to claim already. 
Alt would form an upregnable Head- 
quarters for the diſcontented to reſort 
tO, 25; +: 
ik this ae is fairly deduced, 

I think it will follow, that none of the 
Provinces on the coaſt are fingly proper, 
either by Situation, conſlitution, or tem- 
per, for ſo important a truſt as the ju- 
riſdiction 
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riſdiction of that country. And the 
impropricty of ſuch a meaſure will ap- 
pear by ſtronger reaſon, if we add, that 
the country in contemplation is chiefly 
held and ſettled, - where held and ſet- 
tled, under Canadian rights and Cana- 
dian eſtabliſhments.—And the ſame 
reaſoning will conclude, that an inland 
Colony and ſcttlement there is . 
dient as well as dangerous. 


It ſhould be conſidered that the ob- 
ject of * colonization is not merely to 
form new towns, which ſhall call us 
the Mother country ; but to extend our 
commerce, our reſources, our means of 
awealth—of Empire, upon our own 
terms, If this. is not done, our title 
to America 1s a vain name and nothing 
more. But particularly, in in this re- 
mote country, in queſtion, commerce, 
and trade, and the ſecurity derived to 
the other colonies and to the Empire in 
general, from its being in our poſſeſ- 


* L'Eſprit des Loix, 8 xxl. chap. 21. 
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ſion, are our only objects. For this 
-purpoſe, the eſtabliſhment thereof 


ſhould be rather monarchial, than de- 


mocratic; in that the direction and 
controul of a chain of forts, and a di- 
Rant Indian trade, would be ill-de- 
cided upon by a toton-metting, an 
 eletive Council, or an houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives; and a country of that im- 


menſe extent, and wild condition, re- 
duced to a ſyſtem of repreſentation, 
would be a monſter in reality, as well 


as in theory—if the theory could be 
ſupported—if its exiſtence could be 
tealized. | 


But the frength of theſe forts united 
in one hand=—drreFed by one head 
and governed under the ptopoſed Quebec 
eſtabliſnment, will not only be a pro- 
per barrier and controul againſt our 
enemies, and a protection to out other 
Colonies; but it will alſo form a po- 
litic check® to the growing indepen- 


diem proferet Ilio, 
Matroniſque Phrygum — 


dence 
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dence of our American children. And, 
whatever may be ſaid of the pleaſant- 
neſs of brethren dwelling together in unity, 
it is a matter of great“ moment to 
the political exiſtence of our Empire, 
that our Colonies beyond the Atlan- 
tick, inſtead of being combined toge- 
ther under the fraternal name of Ames 
ricans,” ſhould be blended and united 
with our general Empire under the fi- 
lial character of BRITORöS.“ 


Such diſpoſition of this Back Coun- 
try will alſo have another good effect, 
to reſtrain and prevent their back ſettle- 
ments, where they would be beyond 
the reach of our conzroul; and will 
oblige them to cultivate the ſea-coafts, 
where, ſo long as we command the ſea, 
we ſhall always have a power of coer- 
cion over them. It will reſtore the Ca- 
nadian ſettlements, to their own and 
former juriſdiction, and it will be a 
means of recovering and preſerving the 


* Grand, & Decl. des Romains, chap. vi. 
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trade of that country, and reconciliat- 
ing the minds of the eg and op- 


preſſed Indians. 


The honourable gentleman, who 
ſpoke laſt, expreſſes a high ſenſe of his 
efteem for the noble Lord on the 


Treaſury-bench. I heartily concur 


with him in it, and truſt that I ſhall 
not have occaſion to alter my opinion. 
His candour and attention, in hearing 
and replying to every the moſt pitiful 
objection, that the cry of Party could 
raiſe againſt this Bill, convince me 
not leſs of his patience than of his abi- 
ities. This honourable and learned 
gentleman has alſo ſaid, Sir, that no 
one has dared to avow this Bill that 
it has been prolem fine matre creatam. 
I know-not why, unleſs it be ſaid gwa 
populi filuus, nullius filius ;—becauſe, con- 
currently the production of the two 
houſes, it cannot properly be claimed 
by, or attributed to, any individual of 
either. For my own part, if my 
claim 


„„ 
claim were ſupportable, I ſhould make 
no ſcruple of atcorving it; for the mu- 
table faſhion of condemning this Bill 
will, I am perſuaded, change as much, 

and as faſt; as the opinions and prin- 
cles of ſome of the oppoſers of it 
have changed: It is truly ſaid, by 


Locke, that « Names govern things,” 


and that we generally “ non quo eundum 
%, ſed quo iter;“ and the fate of 
the popularity of this Bill affords a ſtrik- 
ing inſtance of the truth of it; where 
Ja partial cry within and 4vithout theſe 
walls, of Popery and arbitrary Power, 
© has more operated—has more con- 
vinced, than either Reaſon or Common- 
W/enſe.—As to Popery, 1 ſhall obſerve 
hat we only grant them that tolera- 
ion which, as Chriftians, or as Men, 
Whey are intitled to—as Subjekte, they 
ay claim, under that very Treaty, 
Dy which they became our ſubjects.— 
With regard to the latter imputation 
I of Deſpotiſm, I ſhall conclude with the 
1 E anſwer 
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anſwer of the Athenian Legiſlator, 
© Wr HAYE NOT GIVEN THEM THE 
LY BEST; CONSTITUTION POSSIBLE, BUT 
« WE HAVE GIVEN THEM THE BEST 
© THAT THEY ARE Nara meg RE» 
6 * CELVING,” i 9 WIN 
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